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ENDA Causes Concerns:  The U.S. House of Representatives was set to vote on the Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) this week.  However, the House leadership postponed the vote due to a lack of consensus among the House members.  The vote will likely occur next week.
There are two concerns that prompted the Democratic leadership to postpone the vote on ENDA.  First, Democrats are divided over an amendment that Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) plans to offer; this amendment would add transgender individuals to the groups protected by the bill.  Their second concern is the opposition from religious groups that point out that the bill’s religious exemption is too narrow.

According to a memo entitled “Freedom of Religious Schools and Employers Threatened by ENDA” by Ryan Messmore and James Sherk of the Heritage Foundation, “ENDA does not provide adequate protection to religious institutions, would invite government entanglement in judging the religious character of educational organizations, and would impose new labor market restrictions that could harm the economy if the risk of post-severance litigation makes businesses more reluctant to hire workers in the first place.” (To read the entire memo, Click here.)

Additional information regarding the dangers of ENDA can be found on the AACS Web site:  "Religious Liberties At Risk.”
ACTION: Please contact your congressman and urge him/her to OPPOSE ENDA.  Contact information can be obtained at www.house.gov. 
Sending Options to the States:  Rep. Scott Garrett (R-NJ) has recently introduced a bill, The Local Education Authority Returns Now Act, H.R. 3177, which would allow states to opt out of No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  Rep. Garrett believes that the federal government, through the auspices of the Department of Education, has excessive control over education in America.
According to Garrett, all fifty state governments have had some form of legislative action against NCLB since its adoption.  He believes there is a mandate by the states to give them a choice regarding NCLB.  Technically, states can choose not to participate in NCLB; however, nonparticipation results in loss of federal education funding.  Garrett’s bill allows the states to opt out of NCLB but not suffer financial repercussions.

Garrett contends, “If we are truly interested in changing public education in America, we need to remove Washington bureaucrats from the equation and return the control and accountability to local communities where they can truly effect change in the areas they know it is needed the most.”
His bill is similar to Rep. Pete Hoekstra's bill, the A-PLUS Act, which also allows states to determine whether or not to participate in NCLB.  But Garrett’s bill is different from Hoekstra’s bill in one major way—Hoekstra's bill returns funds to the states in the form of block grants; Garrett's bill, which is designed to sever the link between the Department of Education and state departments of education, creates a tax credit for all the tax-paying residents of states that remove themselves from NCLB. 
Religion Helps Minority Students:  A new study released by the Baylor University Institute for Studies of Religion analyzed the National Education Longitudinal Study (NELS).  The study showed that the academic achievement gap between white and minority students can be narrowed by certain factors.

Dr. William Jeynes, a non-resident scholar with the Baylor Institute for Studies of Religion (ISR) and professor of education at California State University in Long Beach, stated that “the findings show that when highly religious African American and Latino students from intact families are compared with white students, the achievement gap disappears."  

Noteworthy findings of the study include the following:

•
“Highly religious African American and Latino 12th-grade students from intact families, when controlling for socioeconomic statues (SES), scored as well as their white counterparts on the Social Studies test, the Test Composite, and scored virtually the same as white students on the Math and Reading tests.”
· “Highly religious African American and Latino students from intact families were also slightly more likely to advance a grade with their class than white students, and were more likely to take the basic core set of courses recommended for college preparation by the National Assessment for Education Progress.”
· “Even when researchers did not control for socioeconomic status, these highly religious minority students were more likely than white students to advance a grade with their class by 1.1 percent and were more likely to have taken the basic core set of courses by 5.6 percent.”
-The Washington Flyer Staff Writer: Jennifer Groover

-The Washington Flyer Editor: Maureen Wiebe
