
Washington, DC
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Responding to Reason:  Andrew Larochelle, a 17-year-old Eagle Scout from Dayton, Ohio, requested that a flag be flown over the U.S. Capitol Hill in honor of his grandfather. He asked that the certificate state, “This flag was flown in honor of Marcel Larochelle, my grandfather, for his dedication and his love of God, country and family.”

The Architect of the Capitol removed the word “God” from the expression, saying that the statement violated a 2003 policy that banned religious and political sentiments from flag certificates.

The young man contacted his Congressman, Rep. Michael Turner (R-OH), and the Congressman complained to the Architect’s office. Initially the Architect's office, with the support of House Speaker Nance Pelosi (D-CA), stood by the decision to keep the word “God” from expressions coming out of that office.

However, on Wednesday, Minority Leader John Boehner (R-OH), in a letter to Speaker Pelosi, wrote that the decision “has rightly drawn outrage from the American people, who have grown weary of endless attempts by politicians and bureaucrats to bar the word ‘God’ and even the most tacit references to faith from our public institutions.”
After being urged by various members of Congress, including Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who changed her position after receiving Rep. Boehner's letter, the Architect agreed to revise the guidelines because it was “beyond the scope of the this agency’s responsibilities to censor messages from members of Congress.”
Rep. Dan Turner and Sen. Jim DeMint (R-SC) are sponsoring legislation, “The Andrew Larochelle, God, Family, and Country Act of 2007,” which would “ensure the First Amendment rights for people of faith are not trampled in the future.”

Frustrated in Oregon: Concerned Oregonians, a pro-marriage group in Oregon, collected nearly 63,000 signatures to place an initiative on the November 2008 ballot to repeal Oregon’s same-sex marriage law. They were required to have 55,179 signatures. They submitted them to the Oregon Elections Division on Monday, only to be told that they were 116 signatures short.  
The pro-family group is challenging this decision, saying that “they also know from past signature petition efforts that the signature validation process in Oregon seems to invalidate many valid signatures, thus denying a nearly sacred right in America, that of having your vote counted, and they do not approve. A signature on a petition is in essence a ‘VOTE.’”

The group plans to attempt again to acquire 82,000 signatures, which they did in 2004, to place both a repeal initiative on the ballot along with a constitutional amendment to protect traditional marriage. They have to obtain the signatures by the July deadline.

Private/Public Parental Involvement: According to a poll conducted by the Center on Education Policy (CEP), the most important factor in the academic success of poor, urban high school students is parental involvement, regardless of whether the student attends a public or private school.
The study, titled The National Education Longitudinal Study, tracked over a thousand urban students in the lowest economic sector for twelve years.  Jack Jennings, President of CEP, said of the study results, “I hope the Congress looks at school reform in a broader way than they are currently. I hope this study causes us to pause and ask whether we’re raising the right questions: Should focus only be on improving public schools, or should we look at how to improve parent involvement and the participation of adults in these students’ lives?”
The study analyzed students’ growth in reading, math, history, science, and social outcomes, for example, college attendance and civic engagement. The disaggregated research data were based on family income as well as other indicators such as the following stated by Sarah Sparks in Education Daily:
· Students’ eighth-grade test performance

· Parents’ expectations that their children would attend college

· Parental involvement in school activities

· Parents’ discussion of homework and other assignments with their children.

Bella: The pro-life cause is getting a boost from a movie that depicts the emotions involved in a decision for an unwed mother to choose life for her baby. Shortly to be released, Bella is directed by Alejandro Monteverde, a famous Mexican director and born-again Christian. 

The movie is the first film produced by Metanoia Films, a film company created with the intention of making films that will have a positive impact on society.  Bob Waliszewski from Focus on the Family remarked, “By means of an extremely creative and compelling story, Bella reminds all of us how valuable is a single human life, and how noble are those who sacrifice to rescue a child who's unable to speak up for him/herself.”
The film, to the surprise of film critics and Bella’s director and cast, won the Toronto Film Festival’s “People’s Choice Award,” an award won 25-years-ago by Chariots of Fire.  But as Bob Novak wrote in the New York Post, “Even with the Toronto prize, which in the past has led to the Academy and Golden Globe awards, it is hard to get the film in movie houses . . . the same left-wing Hollywood establishment that attacked The Passion of the Christ is sniping at Bella.”
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