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State of the Union: President Bush gave his 6th State of the Union address on Tuesday night. In his speech, the President outlined several domestic proposals offering proposals dealing with environmental issues, education, healthcare, and the Iraq War. 

On the education front, President Bush urged Congress to reauthorize the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). The President highlighted the successes of NCLB, including better math and science scores in public schools and a narrower achievement gap between minority students and the rest of the population. 

President Bush also highlighted school choice by saying, “We can lift student achievement even higher by giving local leaders flexibility to turn around failing schools, and by giving families with children stuck in failing schools the right to choose someplace better.”  Part of the President's proposal for the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind calls for private school choice to be an option for low-income students in failing public schools.  

Some critics were disappointed by the President’s speech. Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council, says the President “failed” to speak to the need for the Democratic majority to address the “core family and cultural issues.” Perkins also pointed out that although the issues the President discussed in his speech are significant, “when we talk about the future of our children, their future is not dependent upon a strong economy.”

March for Life: This Monday was the 33rd annual March for Life, a pro-life event held in Washington DC every year on the anniversary of Roe v. Wade. The march is in remembrance of the lives lost because of the legalization of abortion.

The event began Monday at noon with a rally that included several speakers, including Sen. Sam Brownback (R-KS), Rep. Todd Akin (R-MO), and Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN). Also at the event were religious leaders and representatives from several pro-life non-profits. The event drew a great crowd despite the dismal weather. 

A highlight of the rally was a live phone call from President Bush to those in attendance.  In his remarks, the President stated, "It is important for all Americans to remember that our Declaration of Independence states that every person has the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  It also states that these rights come from our Creator, and that governments are formed to secure these rights for all their citizens.  And we believe every human life has value, and we pray for the day when every child is welcome in life and protected [under] law."

The AACS Legislative Office attended the rally and marched with a group of students from the Bob Jones University’s chapter of College Republicans. The trip to participate in the March was spearheaded by Christen Nelson, 2006 AACS Legislative intern. 

Why We Fight: This week The CATO Institute released an analysis paper by Neal McCluskey entitled Why We Fight: How Public Schools Cause Social Conflict. The paper contends that social tension is greater in public schools than in private schools and that tension extends outside of the school systems.

The paper looks at 150 incidents of “political combat” in the 2005-2006 school year.  Political combat refers to the clash of people with different backgrounds and beliefs. Some examples of clash include school board fights over the inclusion of books with mature themes in school libraries, intelligent design standards, and freedom of religious expression.

Beyond the issue of conflict in public schools, McCluskey believes that public schools actually engender social conflict because all Americans are forced to support public schools through taxes. While some critics have argued that the issue of social conflict is actually an indicator of a healthy society, McCluskey disagrees because he believes the combat undermines America’s social fabric.

His conclusion is that “to end the fighting caused by state-run schooling, we should transform our system from one in which individual parents are empowered to select schools that share their moral values and educational goals for their children.” 

Planned Parenthood Boycott: Fifteen years ago, Douglas Scott Jr., president of the pro-life group Life Decisions International, created "The Boycott List."  This list provides the names of corporate financial contributors to abortion advocacy groups like Planned Parenthood.  The purpose of the list is to provide the public with information for boycotting purposes.

Featured on the latest version of “The Boycott List” are representatives from the food service, hospitality, clothing and broadcast communities. New entries this year are 

Arizona Lotus Broadcasting, Blackjack Pizza Restaurants, Wild Carrots apparel, and Lowe Enterprises.  The list also includes charitable groups associated with Planned Parenthood, including The American Cancer Society, The Dr. Phil Foundation, Girl Scouts, Human Rights Watch, and Rotary Clubs.

According to Scott, “As a direct result of the commitment, action, and prayer of pro-life people, there are now 137 corporations that have stopped funding Planned Parenthood. And it is estimated that it has cost Planned Parenthood over $35 million since the boycott started 15 years ago.”  Although originally mocked by many corporations on the list and viewed as a “short-lived publicity stunt,” Scott contends that many corporations are surprised at the longevity of LDI. He also believes that persistence is paying dividends. 

“We’ve had companies that were on the list for a decade who finally decided [that] enough is enough [and] they were going to stop giving to Planned Parenthood,” Scott  says. “So it’s a matter of commitment—and as soon as they realize that we are committed to this for the long term, they finally will decide to change their policies.”
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