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Dodging a Legislative Bullet: Last week S.1, a lobbying reform bill was introduced in the Senate much to the consternation of grassroots groups. The stated purpose of S. 1 is to provide greater transparency in the legislative process. The groups, including family groups, were not concerned with the overall bill but objected to Section 220 which would seriously restrict grassroots lobbying. The effect of the provision would have been to limit the ability of the public to be aware of the workings of Congress, and also to petition the government on issues of importance to them. 
AT the end of last week, Senator Robert Bennett (R-UT) offered an amendment to remove the egregious “grassroots lobbying” provision from the Ethics Reform bill (S.1).  Concern over the bill prompted a significant response from the grassroots of many organizations creating an impromptu coalition ranging from the Family Research Council to the American Civil Liberties Union. 

Last evening, the Bennett Amendment passed 55-43.  Subsequently, the Senate passed the full Ethics Reform bill (S.1) with a vote of 96-2.  

Hate–Crimes Legislation: This week, Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX) introduced H.R. 254, a bill that would establish a new federal offense for hate crimes and separate federal criminal prosecution for crimes that qualify for prosecution under the new statute.

Specifically hate crimes would encompass any violent act that is committed because of actual or perceived identity such as gender, disability, religion, ethnicity, or sexual “orientation.” 

Mat Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel, is troubled by the legislation, saying “Christians and pro-family activists ought to be concerned about hate crimes legislation because, if it is passed, it will certainly restrict free speech. I think we ought to be very concerned.”

Staver goes on to say, “What this bill does is essentially give preferential treatment to certain kinds of so-called crimes, but I think we need to understand that this doesn’t apply to just violent crimes. It applies to what would be considered intimidation or threats of intimidation, and oftentimes that is in the eye of the beholder.”

Liberty Counsel is urging Christians to call their representatives and urge them to vote against the hate crimes legislation.

ACTION:  Please consider calling your Representative and urge them to OPPOSE any hate crimes legislation.  Contact information can be obtained at www.house.gov.

March for Life: This weekend, thousands of Americans will be traveling to Washington, DC, to meet for the 34th annual March for Life, a march to commemorate the anniversary of Roe v. Wade.

The Roe v. Wade decision was handed down 34 years ago, legalizing abortion, and has resulted in the deaths of an estimated 48 million unborn babies, according to the National Right to Life Committee, the largest pro-life group in America. 

This year’s theme is “Thou shalt protect the equal right to life of each human in existence at fertilization. No Exception! No Compromise!” The theme reflects the deep concern of pro-life groups over issues ranging from euthanasia to embryonic stem-cell research. 
A Presidential Proclamation: Today, President Bush proclaimed January 21, 2007 “National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2007.”  The following is his proclamation:

America was founded on the principle that we are all endowed by our creator with the right to life and that every individual has dignity and worth. National Sanctity of Human Life Day helps foster a culture of life and reinforces our commitment to building a compassionate society that respects the value of every human being.

Among the most basic duties of Government is to defend the unalienable right to life, and my Administration is committed to protecting our society’s most vulnerable members. We are vigorously promoting parental notification laws, adoption, abstinence education, crisis pregnancy programs, and the vital work of faith-based groups. Through the “Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of 2002,” the “Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2003,” and the “Unborn Victims of Violence Act of 2004,” we are helping to make our country a more hopeful place.

One of our society’s challenges today is to harness the power of science to ease human suffering without sanctioning practices that violate the dignity of human life. With the right policies, we can continue to achieve scientific progress while living up to our ethical and moral responsibilities.

National Sanctity of Human Life Day serves as a reminder that we must value human life in all forms, not just those considered healthy, wanted, or convenient. Together we can work toward a day when the dignity and humanity of every person is respected.

NOW, Therfore, I , George W. Bush, President of the United Sates of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do herby proclaim Sunday, January 21, 2007, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call upon all Americans to recognize this day with appropriate ceremonies and to underscore our commitment to respecting the life and dignity of every human being.
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